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CROW CANYON MEMBERSHIP AND SUPPORT
Fact Sheet

Crow Canyon’s research helps us better understand human history, increase knowledge of a unique 
culture, and discover what the past can teach us about the challenges we face today as a society.

Students of all ages at Crow Canyon gain knowledge of the vital links between our American Indian 
partners and their ancestors, creating a greater understanding of people of all backgrounds. In learning 
how to interpret the past, Crow Canyon learners discover the importance of safeguarding our shared 
human heritage for future generations.

Knowledge gained and shared. Minds opened and lives changed. This work is made possible through the 
generous support of Crow Canyon many donors and members.

For more information about donating to Crow Canyon, along with links to the latest available Annual 
Report, IRS Form 990, and audited Financial Statements (PDF), please go to http://www.crowcanyon.org/
index.php/your-gifts-at-work

For more information about Crow Canyon membership and support, contact Jason Vaughn, media 
specialist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org or call 970.564.4362.

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/your-gifts-at-work
http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/your-gifts-at-work
mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org


CROW CANYON ARCHAEOLOGICAL CENTER TRAVEL PROGRAMS
Fact Sheet

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center offers a variety of educational tours across both the American 
Southwest and the world through its unique Cultural Explorations program.

Travel in the U.S.

Crow Canyon’s educational tours are travel seminars: unique opportunities to travel and learn in the 
company of like-minded travelers. Developed by our Cultural Explorations staff and guest scholars, each 
program offers a strong educational focus:

•	 Travel with experts, including American Indian scholars and archaeologists.
•	 Be part of a lively exchange of ideas. 
•	 Enjoy limited group sizes and behind-the-scenes tours.
•	 Go off the beaten path, with privileged access to sites on tribal and private land.
•	 Support indigenous cultures through tours that visit with respect.

For more information, go to http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/travel-with-us/travel-in-the-u-s

Travel Abroad

Change the way you see the world and discover the global context of human history. Crow Canyon’s 
educational tours are travel seminars: unique opportunities to travel and learn in the company of 
like-minded travelers. Developed by our Cultural Explorations staff and guest scholars, each program 
offers a strong educational focus:

•	 Travel with archaeologists and other scholars.
•	 Be part of a lively exchange of ideas. 
•	 Enjoy limited group sizes and behind-the-scenes tours.
•	 Go off the beaten path, with privileged access to sites.
•	 Support indigenous cultures through tours that visit with respect.

For more information, go to http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/travel-abroad

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/travel-with-us/travel-in-the-u-s
http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/travel-abroad


Custom Travel Programs

Crow Canyon’s explorations coordinators will work with you to create a customized itinerary. Choose 
destinations, activities, and a trip length that suit your individual and group interests:

•	 Four Corners destinations (Colorado, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico)
•	 Special access to archaeological sites on public, private, and tribal land
•	 Hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking, and other activities
•	 Museum tours, including behind-the-scenes curation tours
•	 Trading post tours and artist studio visits
 

Crow Canyon can design custom programs for:

•	 family and friends
•	 alumni associations
•	 other organizations and clubs

For more information, go to http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/custom-programs

For more information about Crow Canyon Archaeology Center, contact Jason Vaughn, media 
specialist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org or call 970.564.4362.

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/custom-programs
mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org


CROW CANYON ADULT AND FAMILY PROGRAMS
Fact Sheet

More than 30 years ago, Crow Canyon was founded on the idea that members of the public could 
play an important role in archaeology. Each year, we welcome people of all ages to our campus near 
Mesa Verde in southwest Colorado. Our volunteers support our mission of archaeological research, 
education programs, and partnership with American Indians.

Crow Canyon Tour

On this free half-mile walking tour, participants enjoy a behind-the-scenes look at an archaeological 
research center. In the hour-long tour, visitors will see a working archaeology lab, have the opportunity 
to see ancient artifacts up close, and explore Crow Canyon’s unique educational facilities as well as learn 
about the work of field and lab archaeologists. Participants also learn about how Crow Canyon works 
with American Indians to create a more inclusive American history. This tour will enrich visits to Mesa 
Verde National Park, the Anasazi Heritage Center, and other archaeological sites and museums.

Archaeology Day Tour

Tour a real archaeology dig on this one-day introduction to the archaeology of the Mesa Verde region! 
The program will help enrich visits to Mesa Verde National Park, the Anasazi Heritage Center, and other 
archaeological sites and museums. For adults and families ages 10 and up.

Archaeology Research Program

In this program, participants help excavate sites that date from the Basketmaker III through Pueblo 
III periods (A.D. 500–1280). Through our research, we hope to answer questions such as: Where did 
the Pueblo people who first settled the central Mesa Verde region come from? How and why did early 
communities develop? What impact did a growing farming population have on the environment? On a 
broader scale, researchers seek to understand not only early Pueblo society but also the development 
of other early agricultural societies around the world. For lifelong learners age 18 and up.



Archaeology Lab Program

For every day an archaeologist spends in the field, at least four days are required in the laboratory. 
During a typical field season, thousands of artifacts and samples come into Crow Canyon’s lab. The story 
of the past begins to come together only when these artifacts and samples are carefully processed and 
studied. In our lab program, participants help analyze artifacts from recent excavations at sites that date 
from the Basketmaker III through Pueblo III periods (A.D. 500–1280). For lifelong learners age 18 and up.

For more information about Crow Canyon’s adult and family programs, check out http://www.
crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-adults-families or contact Jason Vaughn, media special-
ist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org or call 970.564.4362.

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-adults-families
http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-adults-families
mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org


PROGRAMS FOR TEENS AND SCHOOL GROUPS
Fact Sheet

Archaeology for Teens

At Crow Canyon’s archaeology camps, students age 12 to 18 dig at a real archaeological site in southwest-
ern Colorado. These academic/science camps also include opportunities for teens to learn about Ameri-
can Indian cultures. Each camp includes a field trip to nearby Mesa Verde National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. Crow Canyon is currently excavating sites inhabited by ancestral Pueblo Indians (Anasazi) 
more than 1,000 years ago.

In 2015 USA Today named our archaeology summer camps one of the 10 best adventure camps for kids.

•	 Middle School Archaeology Camp

Educational Focus: Introduction to archaeology and Pueblo Indian history, Science, math, and 
critical thinking

Eligibility: Students must have completed sixth, seventh, or eighth grade and be 12 years old by 
program date.

•	 High School Archaeology Camp

Educational Focus: Introduction to archaeology and Pueblo Indian history, Science, math, and 
critical thinking

Eligibility: Incoming high school freshmen through graduated seniors; must be 14 years old by 
program start date.

•	 High School Field School

Educational Focus: Pre-college archaeology and Pueblo Indian history, Science, math, and critical 
thinking, American Indian perspectives on archaeology, Service learning

For information about earning high school or college credit, see http://www.crowcanyon.org/in-
dex.php/programs-for-teens/high-school-field-school

Eligibility: Incoming high school sophomores through graduated seniors may attend; students 
must be 15 years old by program start date.

For more information, check out http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-teens

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-teens/high-school-field-school
http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-teens/high-school-field-school
http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-teens


Programs for School Groups

At the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, we believe that the goal of education is to give students the 
intellectual tools they need to explore the world and think critically. We also believe that the optimal edu-
cational environment encourages students to actively participate in the learning process through hands-
on activities and group discussion.

Crow Canyon’s one-day field trips and overnight programs for school groups are designed for students in 
grades 4 through 12. Program modules vary depending on grade level, program length, and group size, 
but core activities teach students about archaeology, ancestral Pueblo Indian (Anasazi) history, the scien-
tific process, and the complex interactions between people and their environments. 

We offer programs between March and November.

For more information, check out http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-school-groups

For more information about Crow Canyon’s teen and school group programs contact Jason 
Vaughn, media specialist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org or call 970.564.4362.

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-school-groups
mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org


CROW CANYON COLLEGE FIELD SCHOOL

Fact Sheet

The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is sponsoring a college-accredited field school under the 
direction of Dr. Susan C. Ryan, the Center’s Director of Archaeology. Undergraduate and graduate 
students may enroll for 6 credit hours, either in Anthropology 279 or 589, through Adams State University 
in Colorado ($55 per credit hour).

The field school is certified as RPA-5 by the Register of Professional Archaeologists. Through immersion in a 
five-week experiential learning program, students will learn the fundamental techniques of archaeological 
site identification and recording, excavation, and basic artifact processing and analyses. Additionally, 
students will learn instrument surveying and remote sensing surveying techniques. 

Evening programs, field trips, service learning projects, and attending public events expand on these 
essential skills and present real-world opportunities to learn about and practice archaeology. 

Students will work in groups throughout the program, rotating through the training modules that offer 
different but complementary skill sets.

Students will interact with archaeological professionals while conducting fieldwork at the Haynie site, an 
ancestral Pueblo village with two Pueblo II (A.D. 950–1150) great houses.

For more information, check out http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-college-students 
or contact Jason Vaughn, media specialist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org or call 970.564.4362.

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-college-students
mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org


ZUNI KIVA RENOVATION AND REVITALIZATION PROJECT
Fact Sheet

Access to the past—a path to the future

At Zuni Pueblo, kiva ceremonies serve as a way to learn about origins, lifeways, and history—but the six 
kivas at Zuni are at risk. Three are in disrepair and three are overused and deteriorating. Repairing the 
kivas and revitalizing the kiva ceremonies is essential to preserving Zuni culture for future generations.

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is helping through the Zuni Kiva Renovation and Revitalization Project.  
The Center is working to raise, through donations, $50,000 to rebuild or repair kiva walls, replace or repair roofs, 
roof-entry ladders, stucco, doors, and windows, add rooms to make and store religious items and clothing, and 
to add bathrooms.

The project represents a vital first step in a new partnership between the Zuni Tribe and Crow Canyon to 
address high-priority culture continuation projects. 

In addition to providing the Pueblo with a much needed benefit, the project will invigorate and enhance 
Crow Canyon’s programs and strengthen ties between and past and the present.

For more information, go to http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/zuni-kiva-project, or contact 
Jason Vaughn, media specialist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org, or call 970.564.4362

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/zuni-kiva-project
mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org


THE NORTHERN CHACO OUTLIERS PROJECT:

The Haynie site
Fact Sheet

The Basics:

Project Name:	 The Northern Chaco Outliers Project 

Site:	 The Haynie site (Part of the larger Lakeview community, which also includes the 
nearby Wallace Ruin (5MT6970) and the Ida Jean site (5MT4126). However, these 
sites are not included in this project.)

	 NOTE: The site is properly referred to as “Haynie” or “the Haynie site”–NOT “Haynie 
Pueblo.”

Site Number:	 5MT1905

Location: 		  Approximately 10 miles east of Crow Canyon Archaeological Center

Dates:			  Testing and mapping starting in 2016, Excavation 2017-2020

Curation:	 The Northern Chaco Outliers Project will adhere to a sampling strategy that will 
recover data needed to address each of the research questions outlined in this 
proposal, clarifying issues of greater anthropological interest as stated in each 
research domain. Researchers will collect data in a manner that will ensure its 
usefulness to future archaeologists and to descendant communities. All materials 
collected during this project will be permanently curated at the Anasazi Heritage 
Center, as permitted by the owners of the Haynie site, the Haynie Ranch, LLC.

Permissions:	 Crow Canyon Archaeological Center (CCAC) is not required by law to obtain state 
permits to conduct research on private land; however, in keeping with ethical and 
professional standards, the Northern Chaco Outliers Project will secure a State of 
Colorado Archaeological Permit for each year of field work conducted.

Additionally, CCAC will execute a contract with the Haynie Ranch, LLC securing 
permission to conduct research on the property in accordance with the Society 
for American Archaeology Principles of Archaeological Ethics and the Register of 
Professional Archaeologists Code of Research Performance. This agreement also 
stipulates that: 1) all artifacts and samples collected during the project will become 
the property of CCAC; 2) that CCAC will take responsibility for the permanent curation 
of these materials at the Anasazi Heritage Center, located in Dolores, Colorado; 3) that 
any human remains encountered in the excavations will be treated in accordance with 
CCAC’s Policy on the Treatment of Human Remains.



Personnel:	 Crow Canyon has a staff of 11 full-time archaeological researchers, and five additional 
consultants assist with the analyses of specialty data. The Crow Canyon staff include: 
Susan Ryan, director of archaeology (Ph.D. University of Arizona); Mark Varien (Ph.D. 
Arizona State University); Grant Coffey, GIS archaeologist (M.A. Northern Arizona 
University); Kristin Kuckelman, research publications manager (M.A. University of 
Texas); Caitlin Sommer, supervisory archaeologist (M.A. University of Colorado); 
Steven Copeland, field archaeologist (B.A. University of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs); Rebecca Simon, field archaeologist (M.A., Colorado State University); Kari 
Schleher, laboratory manager (Ph.D. University of New Mexico); Michael Lorusso, 
laboratory educator (B.A. Southern Illinois University); Kate Cochran, laboratory 
assistant (M.A. Northern Arizona University); Jamie Merewether, collections manager 
(B.A. University of Colorado); Shanna Diederichs, supervisory archaeologist (B.A. 
University of Colorado); and Kyle Bocinsky (Ph.D. Washington State University).

The Crow Canyon consultants include: Karen Adams, archaeobotanist (Ph.D. 
University of Arizona); Mona Charles, geophysical archaeologist (M.A. University 
of Nebraska); Kathy Mowrer, bioarchaeologist (M.A. Northern Arizona University); 
Steve Wolverton, fauna analyst (Ph.D. University of North Texas); and Susan Smith, 
palynologist (M.S. Northern Arizona University). 

The full-time staff will be augmented by a seasonal archaeologist and ten 
student interns in the archaeology, education, and American Indian initiatives 
departments. Interns are provided travel expenses and a wage; they are graduate 
or undergraduate students who have had field, laboratory, public education, and/
or experience with American Indian studies. Excavation and laboratory work will 
be conducted by the Crow Canyon staff and interns and by student participants 
enrolled in educational programs. Student participants will come to the Haynie 
site in groups no larger than 20 people and will be supervised by three field staff, 
two interns, and between one and two education staff members. The supervisor-to-
student ratio is approximately one-to-three. The same ratio applies to laboratory work 
conducted by students. NOTE: The public will not be allowed to visit the site without 
being part of a Crow Canyon program. 

General Project Overview:

Crow Canyon Archaeology Center researchers have launched a new multiyear project, the Northern 
Chaco Outliers Project. The focus of the project is the Haynie site (5MT1905), a significant ancestral 
Pueblo village located just northeast of Cortez. Full-time excavation began with the 2017 field season, 
and is expected to continue at least through 2020.

The Haynie site contains two Chaco–period (A.D. 1050–1140) great houses and numerous small houses. 
All are part of the larger Lakeview group, which includes the two great houses at the Haynie site and 
two others nearby on private land. This makes the Lakeview group one of the densest concentrations of 
great houses found north of Aztec Ruins. 

Although the Haynie site contains some of the most important archaeological information in the Mesa 
Verde region, we know little about its occupation and how it functioned within the larger community 
and Chaco regional system. The data we gather will dramatically increase our understanding of Chaco 
influence in the Mesa Verde region, changing human/environment relationships during the A.D. 1130–
1180 drought, and the emergence and functioning of community centers through time.

Unlike the individual small houses in which most ancestral Pueblo families of this era lived, multistory 
great houses were built to accommodate many households in one large structure. Great houses first 
developed in Chaco Canyon, in present-day northwestern New Mexico, beginning in approximately 
A.D. 850. Around A.D. 1080, the Chaco regional system expanded to the area north of the San Juan 



River—including the Aztec and Salmon Pueblos, the largest great houses outside of Chaco Canyon. 
Many archaeologists believe the great houses at Aztec Ruins became a center of power equal to Chaco 
Canyon and probably succeeded Chaco as the primary center during the mid–A.D. 1100s.

 “There are few communities in the Mesa Verde area that have a tight clustering of public and 
residential architecture,” said Susan Ryan, Ph.D., director of archaeology at Crow Canyon. “We 
don’t see many examples of this dense concentration of great houses in the Mesa Verde region.” 
Others include Lowry Pueblo, 27 miles northwest of Cortez, and the community at Mitchell Springs, 
just south of Cortez.

The goals of the Northern Chaco Outliers Project are fourfold. Researchers, assisted by student and adult 
participants in the Center’s archaeology programs, hope to explore differences in artifact production to 
look at social stratification and equality/inequality. Archaeologists also will explore the relationship of the 
inhabitants of the Haynie site to those at Chaco Canyon and the middle San Juan region, between Chaco 
Canyon to the south and Mesa Verde to the north. All four of the Lakeview community’s great houses 
have features that suggest their builders most likely migrated to the central Mesa Verde region directly 
from Chaco or the middle San Juan. In addition, Crow Canyon’s research will provide new data on the 
relationships between humans and the environment, the role of public architecture and community 
centers, and ancestral Pueblo identity formation.

“Because we believe the Haynie site was occupied from the Basketmaker III period into the thirteenth century, this is 
a chance to collect data from the initial occupation of the site to the time when depopulation took place throughout 
the region,” Ryan said. 

The A.D. 1130–1180 drought is particularly important, because those five decades of extreme moisture 
deficiency on the Colorado Plateau caused some communities to depopulate, while others held their 
population, and a few even grew.

The research at the Haynie site will, in turn, tie into data Crow Canyon has collected over the past 33 
years.

During 2016, a History Colorado State Historical Fund grant supported site assessment, remote sensing, 
drone mapping, and planning of research at the Haynie site. The site was also nominated to historic 
preservation registers. Crow Canyon’s Native American Advisory Group has also visited the site and 
participated in a collaborative research design process with Crow Canyon staff.

In addition to Crow Canyon’s professional archaeologists, participants in Crow Canyon’s excavation 
programs and educational programs, including school groups, teen camps, and College Field School, will 
excavate at the Haynie site. The public may only visit the site through Crow Canyon programs.

Specific Research Areas and Questions:

The Human/Environment Dialectic

•	 What effect did the A.D. 1130–1180 drought have on environmental resources and how did village 
and community residents culturally mediate changing conditions?

•	 Were natural and cultural resources sustainable in the Lakeview community through time?
•	 Was Haynie occupied during the A.D. 1130-1180 drought? If so, was there a reduction or increase in 

construction activity?
•	 What were environmental conditions like when Haynie was first occupied?
•	 What were the environmental conditions like when Haynie was depopulated?



Social Stratification and Equality/Inequality

•	 What was the nature of social equality/inequality between the great and small house residents at the 
Haynie site?

•	 Did leaders employ special civic-ceremonial or ritual activities in the east and west great houses as a 
strategy to obtain and maintain power within the village and community?

The Role of Community Centers and Public Architecture

•	 What role did Haynie play in the larger Lakeview community?
•	 What role did the Lakeview community play in the broader Chaco regional system?
•	 Did the great houses at Haynie function as domestic architecture, public architecture, or both?
•	 What was the relationship between the great houses at the Haynie Site, Wallace Ruin, and Ida Jean?
•	 How did the Lakeview community form and change through time?

Identity Formation

•	 Can distinct communities of practice be identified through material culture at Haynie?
•	 What was the nature and extent of Chaco and/or Aztec identity at Haynie?
•	 Was the identity of those utilizing the east great house distinct from those utilizing the west great 

house?
•	 Did residents at Ida Jean and Wallace Ruin have a different identity than residents at the Haynie site?

For more information about the Haynie site, contact Jason Vaughn, media specialist, via email at 
jvaughn@crowcanyon.org, or call 970-565-4859.



MESA VERDE REGION TIME PERIOD CLASSIFICATIONS
Fact Sheet

Pecos Classifications

Archaeologists studying the history of the American Southwest often use phrases like “The Shepherd site 
ranges from Basketmaker III to Pueblo II,” or “This pottery appears to be Basketmaker II.”

But what do those terms (“Basketmaker II,” etc…) actually mean?

Archaeologists like those who work here at Crow Canyon use these terms (“Pecos Classifications”) to 
broadly describe the time period in which a particular site was active. The time periods are divided on 
the basis of pottery types and architectural styles. Generally speaking, newer buildings (or pottery, 
ornamental pieces, textiles, and other artifacts) show a more advanced degree of design, complexity, 
and execution than older structures or artifacts. These sometimes-subtle differences can provide 
clues as to when a place was built, occupied, or abandoned—as well as insights into the daily lives 
and culture of the people who lived there. 

Initially proposed by archaeologist Alfred V. Kidder at the first annual Pecos Conference in 1927, the 
Pecos Classification System—or variations of it—has been used by archaeologists since to assign ancient 
Pueblo sites to broad time periods on the basis of pottery types and architectural styles. 

Here, we present the variation of the Pecos Classification System as it specifically applies to the Mesa 
Verde region:

•	 Pueblo III: 			  A.D. 1150-1300 (migration from Mesa Verde region)
•	 Pueblo II: 			  A.D. 900-1150
•	 Pueblo I: 			   A.D. 750-900
•	 Basketmaker III: 		  A.D. 500-750
•	 Basketmaker II: 		  500 B.C.-A.D. 500 (start of Pueblo culture ~ 500 B.C.)

NOTE: These time period identifications—while useful to researchers for the purposes of general classification—
do not necessarily represent the perspectives of Pueblo people, who have their own approaches to remembering, 
documenting, and interpreting events important to them.

For more information, go to http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/explore-pueblo-history/time-
lines, or contact Jason Vaughn, media specialist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org, or call 970.564.4362.

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/explore-pueblo-history/timelines
http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/explore-pueblo-history/timelines
mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org


CROW CANYON ARCHAEOLOGICAL CENTER POLICY ON THE 
TREATMENT OF HUMAN REMAINS, ASSOCIATED FUNERARY 

ARTIFACTS, AND HUMAN BIOCHEMICAL RESIDUES
Fact Sheet

(Updated 10/19/2013)

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center conducts archaeological research, including excavation, 
where human remains and human biochemical residues are likely to be encountered periodically;

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is committed to involving Native Americans in the research 
planning and interpretation process and has, therefore, established a Native American Advisory Group;

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is committed to consulting with affiliated Native American 
tribes and respecting their concerns in the treatment of human remains, associated funerary artifacts, 
and human biochemical residues;

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center defines human remains as the physical remains of the 
body as a person, including a burial, grave, articulated skeletal elements, an in situ concentration of 
human bone; or isolated human bone (defined as fewer than five bones that are disarticulated);

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center defines human biochemical residues as the ancient DNA, 
protein residues, lipids, alkaloids, carbohydrates, and other compounds originating from human biological 
tissues;

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center in 1994 hosted consultations in which all interested and 
potentially affiliated Southwest tribes from Arizona and New Mexico were invited, and the attendees 
designated the Hopi Tribe to represent them in future consultations with Crow Canyon in issues regarding 
the reburial of human remains and associated funerary artifacts;

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is committed to complying with all federal and state laws, 
including those that pertain to archaeological research;

WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center staff believes that the study of human remains and 
associated funerary artifacts provides important information about the past that cannot be learned by 
any other means;



WHEREAS, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is committed to the respectful treatment of human 
remains, associated funerary artifacts, and human biochemical residues;

WHEREAS, the Crow Canyon Board of Trustees, the Native American Advisory Group, and the staff and 
various Native American consultants have contributed to the development of guidelines for the treatment 
of human remains, associated funerary artifacts, and human biochemical residues;

NOW THEREFORE, we enact this Policy for the Treatment of Human Remains, Associated Funerary 
Artifacts, and Human Biochemical Residues for the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center:

I. Avoidance of Human Remains
	

a. Crow Canyon Archaeological Center will not adopt research designs or field strategies that seek-
out human remains as objects of study without prior consultation with the Native American 	
Advisory Group.

II. Field Procedure and Policy
	

a. If human remains are encountered during excavation, operations in the vicinity of the remains 
will temporarily cease and the Vice President of Programs, the Director of American Indian 
Initiatives, and the Director of Archaeology will be notified about these remains as soon as 
possible.

b. If Crow Canyon researchers encounter a burial, grave, substantial articulated remains, or an 
in situ concentration of human bone on federal land, the land managing agency will be notified 
within 48 hours. If the remains are on private or state land, the State Archaeologist will be notified 
within 48 hours. After notifying the Vice President of Programs, the Director of American Indian 
Initiatives and the Director of Archaeology that a burial, a grave, substantial articulated remains, or 
an in situ concentration of human bone has been encountered, Crow Canyon staff will, as promptly 
and efficiently as possible, expose, map, photograph, describe, and conduct a nondestructive, in-field 
analysis of the remains and any associated artifacts. The bone analysis will be conducted 
by a physical anthropologist, and may include picking up bones and replacing them, removing 
soil matrix, photographing special conditions, and selective washing when necessary for analysis.

c. In the event that a burial, grave, substantial articulated remains or in situ concentration of 
human remains is encountered that is exceptional and extraordinary in its potential to add 
significant new information about the past, the bones and associated objects may be collected 
and transported to the Crow Canyon research laboratory for analysis by a professional physical 
anthropologist after consultation with the Vice President of Programs, the Director of American 
Indian Initiatives and the Director of Archaeology, and the Native American Advisory Group.

d. Crow Canyon is not a permanent repository for human remains.

e. After analysis is complete, human remains and funerary artifacts will be treated in a manner 
specified by the Hopi Tribe, acting on behalf of other potentially affiliated Southwest Native 
American tribes, and, if applicable, the appropriate state or federal agency.

f. Identifiable isolated human bones found in situ will be point-located and collected, except for 
complete or substantial portions of crania, which will be left in place.

g. Identifiable isolated human bones recovered during screening will be point-located as accurately 
as possible and collected.



h. Identifiable human bone protruding from a profile face will be left in place if possible, point-located, 
protected with soil and rocks, and pedestaled when excavation of the unit proceeds. A physical 
anthropologist will analyze the bone before the unit is backfilled.
	
i. The permitting agency will be informed on an annual basis regarding isolated human remains 
encountered.

j. After analysis, isolated human bones will be treated according to state and federal regulations 
and to the recommendations of the Hopi Tribe, consulting on behalf of other potentially affiliated 
Southwest Native American tribes.

k. When human bones are reburied, no modern, man-made material will be left in contact with 
the bones.

l. Human remains that have been exposed on the modern ground surface by modern disturbance 
outside a Crow Canyon excavation unit will be reburied near where it was found, while doing as 
little damage or disruption to the site as possible.

m. Interested descendant or potentially affiliated Southwest Native American tribes and 
the Native American Advisory Group will be informed on an annual basis regarding human 
remains encountered.

III. Treatment of Human Remains and Associated Human Remains Policy Review

a. Crow Canyon Archaeological Center knows that science is changing at a rapid pace; this policy will 
be reviewed and revised accordingly as seen necessary by the Native American Advisory Group and 
Crow Canyon staff.

IV. Laboratory Procedures and Policy

a. If collected, human bone will be temporarily curated in a secure location on campus, and non-
destructive analysis will be conducted by a professional physical anthropologist. Nondestructive 
analysis is based on observation, and does not require chemical or physical destruction of the 
bone.

b. Human bone will not be washed with water except when necessary to document diagnostic 
dental or osteological characteristics.

c. No human remains or associated funerary artifacts will be put on public display.

d. Access to Crow Canyon’s human remains collections and to original records and databases 
that contain information concerning human remains and associated funerary artifacts will be 
restricted to members of affiliated tribes and legitimate professional researchers. Requests for 
access must be submitted in writing and approved by the appropriate governing agency and 
Crow Canyon’s Vice President of Programs, Director of American Indian Initiatives, and Director 
of Archaeology.

e. No destructive analysis of human remains will be conducted without a research proposal that has 
been reviewed and approved by the permitting agency, where appropriate, and by Crow Canyon’s 
Vice President of Programs, Director of American Indian Initiatives, and Director of Archaeology in 
consultation with the Native American Advisory Group, and interested, potentially affiliated Southwest 
Native American tribes.



V. Reports and Publications Policy

a. The field context of human remains will be depicted by line drawings rather than by 
photographs when the context is vital to interpretations presented in the publication, and 
the depiction will be reviewed by the Vice President of Programs, Director of American Indian 
Initiatives, and the Director of Research. All Crow Canyon publications and professional presentations 
involving human remains will be reviewed by Vice President of Programs, Director of American Indian 
Initiatives, and Director of Archaeology.

b. Information about where human remains and associated funerary artifacts were found will be 
presented only when necessary to support interpretations presented in the publication.

c. Line drawings will be used to illustrate specific bone characteristics such as trauma or 
pathology; however, photographs may be used when line drawings are inadequate for this 
purpose after consultation with the Vice President of Programs, Director of American Indian 
Initiatives, and Director of Archaeology, and the Native American Advisory Group.

d. How and where human remains and associated funerary artifacts are stored or re-interred after 
analysis will not be presented in publications.

e. Human remains should not be illustrated in nontechnical publications. When illustration is 
absolutely necessary, human remains will be illustrated in a stylized form after consultation 
with the Vice President of Programs, Director of American Indian Initiatives, and Director of 
Archaeology.

VI. Human Biochemical Residues Policy

a. Human biochemical residues can potentially occur in a variety of archaeological contexts, 
including adhering to artifacts or incorporated in various kinds of archaeological deposits. These 
residues can ordinarily be found only through specialized laboratory analyses. Proposals for 
such analyses must be reviewed by the Native American Advisory Group and by the Vice President 
of Programs, Director of American Indian Initiatives, and the Director of Archaeology for their 
comments and authorization to proceed.

b. If such analyses identify human biochemical residues, a proposal for publication or other 
dissemination of the results will be circulated in advance to the Native American Advisory 
Group and the Vice President of Programs, Director of American Indian Initiatives, and Director 
of Archaeology individuals for review.

c. At meetings of the Native American Advisory Group, a Crow Canyon staff member will fully 
inform members about the conduct of such studies of human biochemical residues and any 
reports or publications that might result. Members of the Native American Advisory Group 
may be consulted about such studies in advance as directed by the Vice President of Programs, 
Director of American Indian Initiatives, and Director of Archaeology.

VII. Modification of Policy

a. Any modification of this policy requires the review and input of the Native American Advisory 
Group and the approval of the Board of Trustees.



WITNESSETH, that the Board of Directors, on this 24th day of January, 1998, adopt and endorse this 
Policy on the Treatment of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Artifacts for Crow Canyon 
Archaeological Center.

WITNESSETH, that the Board of Directors, on this 19th day of October, 2013, adopts and endorses this 
Policy on the Treatment of Human Remains, Associated Funerary Artifacts, and Biochemical Residues for 
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center as submitted by the Native American Advisory Group.

For more information about Crow Canyon Archaeological Center’s Policy on the Treatment of 
Human Remains, Associated Funerary Artifacts, and Human Biochemical Residues, please contact 
Jason Vaughn, media specialist, at jvaughn@crowcanyon.org, or call 970.564.4362.

mailto:jvaughn@crowcanyon.org
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